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TAB 1



CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
December 5, 2025
11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Via Zoom Link

AGENDA
1. Welcome and Introductions (Chair Sanchez)

2. Occupied Land Acknowledgment and Recognition of Responsibility
(Annalise Martucci, Program Director)

3. Approval of September meeting minutes (Chair Sanchez)
4. Oversight Committee Dates 2026* (Sara Robbins, Director)
5. Year End Retrospective (OCLA Staff)

6. Public Comment/New Business

7. Adjourn

*Possible dates for 2026 Oversight Committee Meetings 11:30am — 1:00pm

March
03/06/2026
03/27/2026

June
06/05/2026
06/26/2026

September
09/04/2026

09/11/2026
09/18/2026

December

12/04/2026
12/11/2026
12/18/2026


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83566051466?pwd=DXObsBWYU6Y834MKwQ3UPGuqN6j3ka.1
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CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT
COMMITEE MEETING OF
September 12, 2025
DRAFT MINUTES

Pursuant to notice duly provided in advance, the quarterly meeting of the Civil Legal Aid
Oversight Committee was held virtually through ZOOM on Friday, September 12, 2025.

Members Participating: Chair Alé Sanchez, Vice Chair Angela Cruz Boldt, Judge Janet
Chung, Natasha Damien, Senator Drew MacEwen, Megan Johnston, Representative Matt
Marshall, Molly Peach Matter, Representative My-Linh Thai, Senator Yasmin Trudeau

Members Not Participating: n/a

OCLA Staff: Sara Robbins (Director), Stefanie Powell (Director of Operations), Nick Guzman
(Client Voice and Community Impact Coordinator), Philippe Knab (Program Director),
Annalise Martucci (Program Director), Max Mendez Kauffman (Program Coordinator)

Guests:

Anna Bosch (UW School of Law), Malou Chavez (NWIRP), Judge Faye Chess, Mike Chin
(ATJ Board), Deborah Espinosa (Living with Conviction), Marrene Franich (WEBA), Michael
Terasaki (Washington Pro Bono Council), Sara Zier (TeamChild)

The meeting convened at 11:55 a.m.

1. Welcome and Introductions (4l¢é Sanchez, Oversight Committee Chair)
Chair Sanchez welcomed everyone to the meeting. He introduced himself and then
invited Oversight Committee members, OCLA staff, and guests to introduce themselves.

Following the introductions, Sara Robbins, OCLA Director, also welcomed
Representative Matt Marshall from District 2 to his first meeting of the Oversight
Committee. She also noted that Natasha Damien has been reappointed to the Oversight
Committee by the Access to Justice Board and the Supreme Court.

2. Occupied Land Acknowledgment and Recognition of Responsibility (Molly Peach
Matter, Oversight Committee Member)
Molly Peach Matter provided the land acknowledgment from her location in Seattle. She
recognized being on Coastal Salish land, home to the Duwamish people. She further
acknowledged being located in the ancestral lands of the Suquamish, Stillaguamish, and
Muckleshoot people. She invited all attendees to unmute themselves and collectively
speak the names of their homelands.
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3. Approval of Minutes of Meetings on March 14, 2025, and June 13, 2025
At the June meeting, the Oversight Committee took an advisory vote on the March
minutes since there was not a quorum at the June meeting. Given the June advisory vote
was positive, Chair Sanchez invited motions to approve the March 14, 2025 meeting
minutes.

Motion to approve the March 14, 2025, minutes: Megan Johnston

Second: Senator Trudeau

Action: Approved with 10 votes.

Chair Sanchez also invited motions to approve the June 13, 2025, meeting minutes.
Motion to approve the June 13, 2025, minutes: Senator Trudeau

Second: Molly Peach Matter

Action: Approved with 10 votes.

4. Role of Oversight Committee Chair and Vice Chair (Sara Robbins, OCLA Director)
Prior to discussing the role of the Oversight Committee Chair and Vice Chair, Sara
Robbins noted the recent Washington State Supreme Court’s Disability Justice Task
Force Symposium was an incredible event. Sara recognized OCLA Program Manager
Ali Kingston for her work on the task force.

Sara then addressed the roles of the Oversight Committee Chair and Vice Chair, noting the
committee’s bylaws provide the framework for the roles. Under the bylaws, the Chair
serves a two-year term starting in an odd year and the Vice Chair takes over as Chair in the
next odd year. Due to her coming into the role in the middle of a biennium, Angela Cruz
Boldt, Vice Chair, has requested to stay in the Vice Chair role for another year, rather than
transitioning to the Chair role this year as stated in the bylaws, to allow her additional time
to work with the Chair and OCLA Director. This was discussed in detail at the June
meeting, but no action was taken due to the lack of a quorum. At the June meeting Chair
Sanchez called for an advisory vote in order to address any concerns. No concerns were
noted, and the Oversight Committee members in attendance voiced their support for the
proposal.

Chair Sanchez invited a motion to allow Angela Cruz Boldt to remain in the Oversight
Committee Vice Chair role for the current 2025-27 biennium.

Motion: Molly Peach Matter

Second: Judge Chung
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Action: Approved with 10 votes.

. Civil Legal Needs Study Update (Sara Robbins)

OCLA is tasked with overseeing civil legal aid for the state, including oversight of the Civil
Legal Needs Study (CLNS). Last fiscal year, OCLA started the process relating to an
updated CLNS, working with a scoping committee to determine general approach and
topics for the CLNS.

After many discussions with partners, OCLA has decided to postpone the current CLNS
survey due to the civil legal needs landscape changing from so many different angles right
now. Currently, it will be difficult to get a study that will be relevant for a significant period
of time. During the discussions about whether to move forward right now, research partners
shared that it is difficult right now for participants to be trustful of a survey conducted by
any government entity. The meeting materials contain a memo with additional details
regarding the reasons for the current pause. OCLA is planning to reassess the landscape in
one year to determine the timeframe for moving forward with the CLNS.

There was discussion regarding multiple related topics. It was noted that the legislature
appropriates funding based on needs, and a question was asked regarding whether it is
possible to extrapolate data from the last CLNS survey to reflect the current civil legal need
environment and the environment in the near future. Sara responded that currently many
OCLA programs and bodies of work are gathering more data than they did in the past, and
she specifically referenced the eviction defense appointed counsel program. She also shared
that a national civil legal needs study done was conducted by the Legal Services
Corporation (LSC) in 2022 that is very relevant to Washington State. The data in the 2022
LSC study is very similar to the last Washington CLNS study conducted in 2014-15. While
Washington is lacking a current, comprehensive study, OCLA does have access to a great
deal of data regarding current civil legal aid needs.

Another question was raised regarding funding for the CLNS study. In response, it was
shared that the Legal Foundation of Washington (LFW) has agreed to fund the next
iteration of the project, and LFW will preserve the funds for whenever OCLA is ready to
embark on the survey.

There was also a discussion regarding the use of (generative) Al for the study, and it was
shared that Al will probably not be a direct part of survey. It was noted that there is a fair
amount of guidance from the National Bar Association and state government regarding Al
governance. Judge Chung shared that she is part of a data and Al group with the national
courts that is charged with spreading information regarding Al

Finally, clarification was requested regarding individuals’ lack of willingness to participate
in the study. It was explained that currently many people are not comfortable voluntarily
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sharing their personal situation. Historically, it is has been hard to get participation for prior
studies, and participation is especially challenging right now in low-income communities.

. 2026 Supplemental Decision Packages (Sara Robbins)

Sara next provided information on OCLA’s 2026 supplemental decision packages.
Procedurally, OCLA prepares the decision packages, submits them to the Administrative
Office of the Courts (AOC), and AOC submits all judicial branch decision packages in a
single package to the Office of Financial Management (OFM).

OCLA has four decision packages for the 2026 legislative supplemental cycle, and all four
relate to funding for fiscal year (FY) 2027, with no requests for supplemental funding for
fiscal year 2026. The four decision packages include:

Legal Counsel for Long-Term Care (LTC) Discharge: This is a new program that
began July 1, 2025, and it assists Washington State in complying with federal
Medicaid rules that require the protections for Medicaid recipients being discharged
from long-term care to mirror the protections provided to individuals facing
eviction. To date, the LTC Discharge program has hired Max Mendez Kauffman as
Program Counsel, and it just closed the procurement process for contractors, with
services for the public launching in early January 2026. Also, the Washington State
Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) is currently engaged in
rulemaking.

Unfortunately, the funding allocated for the program is insufficient, and DSHS
projects that the current funding will only cover approximately 10% of the
individuals needing services under the program. OCLA is requesting $2M in state
funds for FY 2027. These funds are eligible for a Medicaid match, DSHS is
submitting a decision package for the match, and OCLA and DSHS are entering into
an Interagency Agreement regarding the match.

There was a question regarding OCLA’s collaboration with the state Ombudsman
regarding this program, and Sara responded that OCLA has been engaged with the
Ombuds since program planning began. She further noted that part of establishing
this program is putting together a panel of experts in the field, and this includes the
Ombuds.

Children’s Representation Program (CRP) Vendor Rate Adjustment (VRA): The
CRP represents children in dependency filings. Last session OCLA requested a
VRA for CRP contractors to obtain parity with contractors providing similar
services for the Office of Public Defense (OPD) and to get closer to the salaries and
benefits of other governmental attorneys. OCLA did not receive funding for the
VRA. It was noted that OCLA and OPD often have contractors providing services
for both agencies. OCLA is aware of at least one contractor who reduced their work
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with OCLA this year due to OPD paying higher contracted amounts. OCLA wants
to remain competitive, particularly since this is a specialized area of law.

e Appointed Counsel for Tenants Program: The Appointed Counsel for Tenants
Program received $3M in one-time funding to provide additional support to basic
program operations in FY 2026 and not for FY 2027. OCLA’s understanding is that
the legislature wanted to continue to monitor eviction trends to see if program needs
remain at the same level. Sara shared that eviction rates are staying high, and
currently approximately 2,000 eviction filings occur per month across the state. If
OCLA does not also receive the $3M for FY 2027, OCLA will need to make
significant cuts to the program, resulting in the loss of approximately 17 contracted
attorneys and 2,000 clients not being served.

e Reentry Legal Aid Program: Funding for the Reentry Legal Aid Program decreased
for the 2025-27 biennium when compared to the 2023-25 biennium. Sara noted that
contractors for this program currently have long wait lists, and they are unable to
serve many eligible clients. OCLA is requesting $1M for this program for FY 2027.
This amount is far less than the total funding cuts, but it represents an
acknowledgement that there is a high need in this area to support individuals in
getting housing and jobs.

There was general discussion around the decision packages and the likelihood of funding
given the state’s budget forecast. There was also a question regarding whether OCLA has
considered a program to provide paralegal mentoring for foster youth to encourage them to
enter the legal field.

Program Update: Eviction Defense Appointed Counsel (Philippe Knab, Program
Director)

Philipe Knab provided an update on the eviction defense appointed counsel program, noting
the statutory basis of the program and that the program operates in all 37 judicial districts
across Washington State. The purpose of the program is to ensure equal access to justice
and procedural due process in eviction proceedings. It also serves as a homelessness
prevention safety net.

Since inception, the program has handled over 30,000 cases. Philippe noted that 39% of
tenants served by the program report having a disability and 47% identify as BIPOC.
Regarding program outcomes, 60% of tenants participating in the program are able to
remain in the home subject to eviction proceedings and 90% are able to remain housed.

Eviction filings under the program have surged from 15,000 per year when the program
began to over 23,000 in 2024. Filings have remained high, averaging 2,000 new filings per
month across the state, in 2025.
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8. Public Comment/New Business
Public comments: None

New business: None

The meeting adjourned at 1:02 p.m.
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CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

MISSION STATEMENT

To ensure that all people in Washington share in the fundamental
right to civil justice, the Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee,
consistent with its statutory authority, shall oversee and support
the Office of Civil Legal Aid and shall periodically make
recommendations to the Supreme Court, the Access to Justice
Board and the Legislature as to the most efficient and effective
use of state-appropriated civil legal aid funds on behalf of low-
income people.
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CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ROSTER

(September 2025)
Position 1 (BJA 1):
Name: Hon. Janet Chung
Address: Washington State Court of Appeals, Div 1

600 University Street
Seattle, WA 98101-1176

Phone: 206-464-7750

E-mail: Janet.Chung@courts.wa.gov

Appointing Entity: Board for Judicial Administration

Term Expires: June 30, 2027; eligible for reappointment

Position 2 (BJA 2):

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Appointing Entity: Board for Judicial Administration

Term Expires: June 30, 2028; eligible for reappointment

Position 3 (Supreme Court 1):

Name: Megan Johnston
Address: P.O. Box 6188
Olympia, WA 98507-6188
Phone: (360) 628-9560
E-mail: mjohnston@resolutionwa.org
Appointing Entity: Supreme Court (on recommendation of the Access to

Justice Board)
Term Expires: June 30, 2026; eligible for reappointment


mailto:Janet.Chung@courts.wa.gov
mailto:mjohnston@resolutionwa.org

Position 4 (Supreme Court 2):

Name:
Address:

Phone:
E-mail:

Appointing Entity:

Term Expires:

Natasha Damien

ms.damien.johns@gmail.com

Supreme Court (on recommendation of the Access to
Justice Board)

June 30, 2025; eligible for reappointment

Position 5 (Supreme Court 3 — Client Eligible):

Name:
Address:

Phone:
E-mail:

Appointing Entity:

Term Expires:

Angela Cruze Boldt

cruzeangela@yahoo.com

Supreme Court (on recommendation of the Access to
Justice Board)

June 30, 2026; eligible for reappointment

Position 6 (Senate Republican Caucus):

Name:
Address:

Phone:

E-mail:
Appointing Entity:
Term Expires:

Senator Drew MacEwen

115 Legislative Modular Building

PO Box 40435

Olympia, WA 98504

(360) 786-7668
Drew.MacEwen@leg.wa.gov

Senate Republican Caucus

June 30, 2026; eligible for reappointment



mailto:ms.damien.johns@gmail.com
mailto:Drew.MacEwen@leg.wa.gov

Position 7 (Senate Democratic Caucus):

Name: Senator Yasmin Trudeau
Address: PO Box 40427
Olympia, WA 98504-0427
Phone: 360-786-7652
E-mail: yasmin.trudeau@leg.wa.gov
Appointing Entity: Senate Democratic Caucus
Term Expires: June 30, 2027; eligible for reappointment

Position 8 (House Republican Caucus):

Name: Representative Matt Marshall

Address: PO Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504
Phone:

E-mail: matt.marshall@leg.wa.gov

Appointing Entity: House Republican Caucus

Term Expires: June 30, 2028; eligible for reappointment

Position 9 (House Democratic Caucus):

Name: Representative My-Linh Thai
Address: 424 John L. O’Brien Building
PO Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
Phone: 206-333-4107
E-mail: My-linh.thai@leg.wa.gov
Appointing Entity: House Democratic Caucus

Term Expires: June 30, 2025; eligible for reappointment


mailto:yasmin.trudeau@leg.wa.gov
mailto:matt.marshall@leg.wa.gov
mailto:My-linh.thai@leg.wa.gov

Position 10 (Office of the Governor):

Name: Alejandro (Ale’) Sanchez

Address: WA St. Department of Licensing
1125 Washington Street SE - HLB, FL 4 - MS: 48002
Olympia, WA 98501

Phone: 360-972-6356

E-mail: alsanchez(@dol.wa.gov

Appointing Entity: Department of Licensing

Term Expires: June 30, 2027; not eligible for reappointment

Position 11 (Washington State Bar Association):

Name: Molly Matter
Address: PO Box 13203
Burton, WA 98103
Phone: 206-280-8724
E-mail: amendmentxv@gmail.com
Appointing Entity: Washington State Bar Association

Term Expires: June 30, 2027; eligible for reappointment


mailto:alsanchez@dol.wa.gov
mailto:amendmentxv@gmail.com
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Washington State Office of /

Civil Legal TAid

PO Box 41183 Sara Robbins
Olympia, WA 98504-1183 Director
360-485-1544 sara.robbins@ocla.wa.gov

To: OCLA Oversight Committee
From: Sara Robbins

Re: Director’s Report

Date: November 24, 2025

Another busy quarter here at OCLA. Here are some highlights from this quarter:

o T attended the A/ and Access to Justice Summit at Stanford Law School in November.
e Staff and supervisors continued work with RISEWITHUS with this quarter focused on giving and
receiving feedback, navigating conflict, and communication.

e Annalise, Program Director, presented an Innovating Justice Award at the Board for Judicial
Administration (BJA) meeting to the team at the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) that has
launched Self~-Help Washington.

e Community Reinvestment Program funding ended on 9/30/25.

e  Philippe, Program Director, was interviewed and quoted in an article on evictions in Clark County.

e Annalise, Program Director, attended the City of Seattle Domestic Violence Awareness Month Event to
support Northwest Justice Project’s certificate of appreciation recognizing the exemplary partnership and
steadfast commitment of NJP in supporting survivors of gender-based violence and their families.

Children’s Representation Program (CRP)

The Children’s Representation Program (CRP) received a modest legislative appropriation from the State’s opioid
settlement fund for the 2025-2027 biennium. The CRP is using these funds to pilot a small social worker support
program for attorneys who represent children and youth in dependencies in three Western Washington counties:

e Grays Harbor and Mason Counties, which have the highest per capita opioid-related death rates in the
state

e Pierce County, which has one of the fastest growing opioid-related death rates in the state over the last 20
years.

The social worker support program is designed to respond to the growing needs of children, youth, and families in
the child welfare system, exacerbated by the high-potency synthetic opioid crisis.

Services began October 2025 and will run through the rest of the biennium. The CRP will be collecting use and
outcome data on these services. Depending on how the pilot is received and what the data reveals, the CRP may
request funding in the future to expand and make permanent a contracted social worker panel for the benefit of the


mailto:sara.robbins@ocla.wa.gov
https://conferences.law.stanford.edu/ai-a2j-2025/
https://www.courts.wa.gov/self-help/
https://www.koin.com/local/clark-county/heartbreaking-vancouver-couple-in-their-80s-evicted-items-thrown-to-street/

attorney panel. Attorneys receiving the support of the CRP’s contracted social worker team can utilize the social
workers to:

e Support family reunification efforts

o Help identify age- and culturally appropriate substance use treatment and supports

e Help identify age- and culturally appropriate mental health treatment and other behavioral health supports

e Receive coaching and assistance in having trauma-informed, developmentally appropriate conversations
with children and youth on sensitive topics

e Support youth and their attorneys for youth who are missing from care

e Support youth and their attorneys for youth who are, or are suspected to be, commercially sexually
exploited

e Provide support to children and youth before, during, or after court hearings

e Connect youth with appropriate community supports and services, including older youth and young adults
(18-21) who are working towards independent living

OCLA Staffing

Angela Powers was hired in October as the Administrative and Contract Support Assistant supporting the eviction
defense, foreclosure, and reentry portfolio. Angela began working with justice-impacted people over 20 years ago,
starting her journey in 2001 seeing first-hand the disparities in our criminal legal system. Angela then had an
opportunity to work in staffing, helping provide employment opportunities to many people who were justice-
impacted and struggling with homelessness and/or drug addiction. Most recently, Angela worked at Seattle
Clemency Project, a reentry nonprofit that supports individuals navigating both immigration and criminal legal
systems.

Dallas O’Flaherty was also hired in October as the Children’s Representation Program Administrative Assistant.
Their professional background has primarily been in the social service realm, with experience in providing direct
services to formerly incarcerated LGBTQ youth and providing micro-grants to the trans community. Their most
recent role was as administrative staff at a mental health clinic for youth touched by the foster system and their
families.

Oversight Committee Membership

The Board for Judicial Administration (BJA) voted at their October meeting to approve the appointment of Judge
Breann Beggs from the Spokane Superior Court to the Oversight Committee. We are waiting for the appointment
letter from BJA, more information to come.

Coordinated Legal Education Advice and Referral (CLEAR) Assessment
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In February 2025, OCLA engaged Komenge Consulting to conduct an assessment of the CLEAR intake and
referral system, operated by the Northwest Justice Project (NJP). CLEAR serves as the primary statewide entry
point for civil legal aid, screening and referring clients both to NJP’s field offices and specialty units as well as to
a broad network of legal aid providers across Washington. An assessment of this type has been an OCLA priority
for many years, recognizing that the demand for legal services far exceeds the capacity of CLEAR’s attorney team
and screening unit to respond to calls, online requests, and email referrals. The purpose of the assessment is to
better understand the scope of this gap and identify whether and how the system can be scaled to more effectively
meet statewide demand.

Following a public solicitation process, Komenge was selected by a review panel that included representatives
from OCLA, NJP, and the Legal Foundation of Washington. Since then, Komenge has conducted a multiphase
evaluation involving data analysis, surveys of providers, community partners, and clients, and has also conducted
listening sessions and feedback panels. Their findings are being compiled into a final report, which is currently
being drafted. OCLA and NJP will both have an opportunity to review the draft assessment before it is available
to the public. OCLA has seen a preliminary draft and a final public version is expected by the end of the calendar
year. OCLA’s intent is that, in partnership with NJP and other Alliance members, these recommendations will
inform changes to improve the accessibility of the CLEAR system and prompt discussions about how to better
coordinate intake for legal aid statewide. A briefing of the findings from the CLEAR assessment is planned for
the March 2026 Oversight Committee meeting.

Upcoming OCLA Priorities

e The Directors and I are preparing and planning for the legislative session. Attached to this report are the
one-page summaries for each OCLA decision package that are being shared with legislators.

e The Statewide Legal Advocates Training (SLAT) Conference will take place March 23-24, 2026, at the
University of Washington Tacoma campus. OCLA is the lead for the logistics and operations of the
conference as well as the Eviction Defense track. We are also participating in the planning for the other
substantive areas of the conference. There will be four training tracks available including housing, non-
attorney, family & safety, and hopefully a National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA) skills training.

e The Children’s Representation Program is hosting its first-ever dedicated conference for children’s
representation contractors on March 12-13, 2026, in Tacoma. The conference will include presentations
from two nationally recognized authors with lived experience in the foster care system speaking on the
need to provide youth a voice in the systems of care to address the foster care to prison pipeline and to
avoid unnecessary family separations. There will also be a presentation from a regional expert on
resiliency to provide support to attorneys to avoid burnout from secondary trauma as well as other
presentations and opportunities for networking.
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FUNDING PRIORITIES

Washington State Office ofz/
Civil Legal YAid

2026 Supplemental Budget Request

Critical funding needs of programs vital to ensuring justice and equity for

Washington's most vulnerable populations.

LEGAL COUNSEL FOR LONG-TERM CARE DISCHARGE

¢ OCLA requests additional funding to fully

operationalize the Legal Counsel for Long-Term
Care Program. With current funding the vast
maijority of eligible residents will be unable to
exercise their new right to legal counsel.
Additional Implementation Funding: $2,076,000

CHILDREN'S REPRESENTATION PROGRAMS

(1/ OCLA needs additional supplemental funds

to ensure that OCLA remains competitive in
its contracts with contracted attorneys and
maintains current attorney panel.

Vendor Rate Adjustment (VRA): $819,000

APPOINTED COUNSEL FOR TENANTS

(1/ These funds are necessary to maintain critical
services to clients facing evictions across the state.
Without this supplemental funding we will lose 17
full-time attorneys and nearly 2,000 individuals
facing eviction year will not have an attorney.
Funding Restoration: $3,000,000

REENTRY LEGAL AID PROGRAM

(1/ Overall funding for OCLA's reentry portfolio

decreased by $10 million in the 2025-2027
biennial budget. However, we are not seeing a
correspondence decrease in need. This funding
is important to ensure that individuals can access
jobs, housing, and safety net programs after
incarceration.

Funding Increase: $1,000,000

Supported Supplemental
Requests from Partner Agencies

OCLA SUPPORT FOR COMMERCE'S CRIME
VICTIM SERVICES DECISION PACKAGE

(y’ OCLA's VOCA program, funded through an
interagency agreement with the Department
of Commerce, provides critical legal services
to nearly 4,000 survivors annually through 25
specially trained attorneys statewide. Nearly
half of current VOCA resources are at risk due to
declining federal funding, and while the state
has provided supplemental funding over the
past three years to partially offset the shortfall,
this support is not ongoing. The $21.38 million in
Commerce's FY27 decision package is essential
to sustaining these services.

Funding Restoration to Address Federal
Decreases: $21,382,000

All of these programs are essential

for protecting fundamental rights,
preventing homelessness, supporting
vulnerable populations, and fostering
equity in our legal system. Adequate
funding not only fulfills statutory
obligations but also helps Washington
State lead in upholding justice for all.
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SUPPLEMENTAL DECISION PACKAGE

Washington State Office ofz/
Civil Legal f Aid

Appointed Counsel for Indigent Tenants:
A Proven, Cost-Effective Strategy to Prevent Homelessness

EVICTION FILINGS ARE AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH

Eviction filings in FY 2025 reached 24,368—-47.6% higher than the FY 2019 baseline of 16,505.
For more than 10,000 low-income Washingtonians each year, eviction defense can be the
difference between housing stability and the trauma of displacement and homelessness.

The Appointed Counsel for Indigent Tenants Program (RCW 59.18.640) is a proven homelessness
prevention tool. It ensures tenants on the brink of losing their homes have a fair chance in court
and access to all available resources. This program is not only about legal defense—it is about
keeping families housed, preventing homelessness, reducing the trauma of eviction, and

lowering the downstream costs of homelessness.

PROGRAM IMPACT
¢

in January 2022.

({ More than 10,000 people are served

each year.

CLIENT STORY

A tenant fell behind on rent due to
financial coercion from her ex-partner,
who demanded money from her every
time she was paid. Her attorney helped
her create a safety plan to prevent further
contact, set a realistic budget, and

apply for child support through DSHS.
With rental assistance from the Eviction
Prevention Program (EPP), the attorney
was able to keep her in her home.

7 Over 30,000 low-income Washingtonians
have been served since the program began

(1/ Housing Stability: 90% of closed cases

resulted in permanent housing solutions;
60% allowed tenants to remain in their homes.

(y' Serving the Most Vulnerable:

47% BIPOC; 39% people with disabilities.

(y’ Cost Efficiency:

Cost Per Case FY 2025: $1,663.27

FUNDING REQUEST

Maintaining these critical services during the
continuing crisis requires continuation of the
current budget and approval of $3 million in
supplemental funding for FY 2027, \Without this
supplemental funding we will lose 17 full-time
attorneys and nearly 2,000 individuals facing
eviction each year without an attorney.
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Supplemental Decision

Package

Washington State Office of(/
Civil Legal ¥ Aid

Legal Representation for Foster Children & Youth

The Office of Civil Legal Aid (OCLA) operates a statewide Children’s Representation Program (CRP)
that currently serves over 1,600 children & youth in foster care across all 39 Washington counties.
By law, OCLA must independently contract with attorneys to provide legal services to foster
children. Inadequate and uncompetitive compensation presents a threat to the program'’s ability
to attract and retain attorneys to do this important work.

LEGAL REPRESENTATION FOR FOSTER CHILDREN INDEPENDENTLY CONTRACTED

HAS BEEN SHOWN TO SIGNIFICANTLY: ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR:

({ Reduce time spent in foster care All staff, business, & overhead expenses
‘;’ Preserve family bonds All health insurance expenses

({ Improve placement stability All retirement plan expenses

({ Promote educational stability Student loan repayments

PAY DISPARITIES THREATEN THE PROGRAM

SIMILAR WORK, LESS PAY OCLA-contracted attorneys DISPARITIES AT A GLANCE

protect the safety, wellbeing, and legal rights and interests of FY26

dependent children. Attorneys for parents on contract with Max allowed child caseload: 45 clients
the Office of Public Defense (OPD) defend and promote the Max OCLA pay: $191,000

legal rights and interests of parents in that same system. Yet,
attorneys for children are paid $13,000-$19,000 less. This
disparity is exacerbated by the fact that OPD and OCLA

Max allowed parent caseload: 60 clients
Max OPD pay: $204,000

recruit from and often contract with the same pool of FY27
attorneys. Max allowable child caseload: 45 clients
CLOSING THE GAP To close this pay gap OCLA needs an Max OCLA pay: $191,000

additional $819,000 in supplemental funds for FY27. This will
ensure that OCLA remains competitive in its contracts and
able to maintain its existing attorney panel.

Max allowed parent caseload: 45 clients
Max OPD pay: $210,000
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SUPPLEMENTAL DECISION PACKAGE

Washington State Office ofe/
Civil Legal YAid

Protecting Residents Facing
Discharge: Funding Legal
Counselfor Long-Term Care

¢ OCLA REQUESTS $2,076,000 IN

Y ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO FULLY
OPERATIONALIZE THE LEGAL
COUNSEL FOR LONG-TERM CARE
PROGRAM

WITHOUT THIS, SERVICES WILL “Most residents don’t even know they
REACH ONLY 10% OF ELIGIBLE can fight a discharge. They don’t know
RESIDENTS, LEAVING THE VAST how they can get an attorney. They just
MAJORITY UNABLE TO EXERCISE leave—sometimes to the streets,
THEIR NEW RIGHT TO LEGAL sometimes to a shelter.”
COUNSEL -Resident Voice

The Problem A Needed Solution

e Changes to Washington’s administrative e Fully fund and implement the new right
laws (WACs) create a right to legal counsel to counsel.
for residents in assisted living, adult family e Ensure residents can exercise
homes, and enhanced service facilities. protections promised in the WACs.

e Federal oversight (Centers for Medicare e Strengthen continuity of care, reduce
and Medicaid) found gaps: current costly health impacts, and align with
protections don't meet federal standards. federal requirements.

e The program launching in January 2026
has <25% of needed resources, leavin -
most residents unable to access this gew At R|3k
right.

e Without support, residents risk unsafe
discharges, hospital boarding, denial of
return after hospitalization, or loss of stable

e Over 22,000 individuals reside in
eligible long-term care facilities with
demand continuing to grow

housing. e Approximately 2,400 residents are
 The state faces Medicaid funding loss and expected to be eligible for legall
continued non-compliance with federal services annually

mandates.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Sara Robbins, Director Annalise Martucci, Program Director
sara.robbins@ocla.wa.gov annalise.martucci@ocla.wa.gov

360-515-2028 360-485-1546
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Sustain Legal Aid for Crime Survivors:
OCLA Supports Commerce’s FY 2027 Request

Since 2017, OCLA has administered the portion of crime victim funds dedicated to civil legal
aid—the state’s largest funding source for survivors’ legal needs. Without action, funding will
drop by 45%, severely reducing critical services.

0 .
Sktaer clienis 43.6% of clients

speak a language
other than English

identify as black,
indigenous, or
people of color

Services cover multiple
areas of law, including
family, immigration,
public benefits, and
privacy.

25 specialized
attorneys serve
clients across all
39 counties

Civil legal aid turns legal rights into real protections for
survivors across the justice system.

e Civil legal needs are among the most
common and urgent consequences of
victimization

e Survivors often need legal action to
secure safety, stability, and basic needs.

e Only licensed professionals can
interpret legal documents, advise on
options, and represent survivors in

1 )
Sophia’s Story

When Sophia disclosed abuse at school, VOCA-
funded attorneys protected her therapy records
through litigation, limiting a subpoena and
preserving her right to confidential care. This
vital work relies on state funding—without it,
children like Sofia could lose access to essential
legal representation.

court. L L)
The funding cliff threatens access and statewide
infrastructure.

e 2,000 families would lose access to critical legal

4 500,000 su p pO rt
4 000,000 e Only 14 full-time attorneys would remain, reducing
- <00 000 statewide coverage
3:nnn:ccc e Rural areas would face major gaps or lose services
2 500,000 entirely
2,000,000 e Most cases would be limited to brief advice, with little
500,000 full representation
l:nnl:u:ccc e Programs could be forced to scale back or close

500,000 | | H entirely

a5 Without state

025 2096 2027 investment For more information contact:

Annalise Martucci, VOCA Program Director
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