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CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
June 5, 2026
11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Via ZOOM

AGENDA

. Welcome and Introductions (Chair Sanchez)

Occupied Land Acknowledgment and Recognition of Responsibility (Megan
Johnston)

Approval of March meeting minutes (Chair Sanchez)
Discussion of Proposed Bylaw Changes (Chair Sanchez)
Call for nominations for Vice Chair (Chair Sanchez)

Review of OCLA Audit (Stefanie Powell, Operations Director)

Children’s Representation Program Updates (Bailey Zydek, Program
Director)

Public Comment/New Business

Adjourn


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83043259839
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CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT
COMMITEE MEETING OF
March 27, 2026
DRAFT MINUTES

Pursuant to notice duly provided in advance, the quarterly meeting of the Civil Legal Aid
Oversight Committee was held virtually through ZOOM on Friday, March 27, 2026.

Members Participating: Chair Alé Sanchez, Vice Chair Angela Cruz Boldt, Judge Breean
Beggs, Natasha Damien, Megan Johnston, Senator Drew MacEwen, Molly Peach Matter,
Representative My-Linh Thai

Members Not Participating: Judge Janet Chung, Representative Matt Marshall, Senator
Yasmin Trudeau

OCLA Staff: Sara Robbins (Director), Max Mendez Kauffman (Program Counsel), Ali
Kingston (Program Manager), Beth Leonard (Program Manager), Annalise Martucci (Program
Director), Stefanie Powell (Director of Operations), Bailey Zydek (Program Director)

Guests: Jim Bamberger, Carissa Bourdon (WaTech), Scott Crain (NJP), Abigail Daquiz (NJP),
Deborah Espinosa (LWC), Arielle Handforth (LFW), Grace Kimm (TeamChild), Michelle
Lucas (NJP), Maya Manus (Lavendar Rights Project), Victor Njogu (FMSGS), Kari Petrasek
(WSBA and Children’s Representation Program), Michael Terasaki (PBC), Emily Van Yuga
(LFW), Eva Wescott (NJP), Jajah Wu (LEAD Legal)

The meeting convened at 11:32 a.m.

1. Welcome and Introductions (4/é Sanchez, Oversight Committee Chair)
Chair Sanchez welcomed everyone to the meeting. He introduced himself
and then invited Oversight Committee members, OCLA staff, and guests to introduce
themselves.

2. Occupied Land Acknowledgment and Recognition of Responsibility (Sara Robbins,
OCLA Director)
Sara Robbins provided the land acknowledgment from Seattle where she lives and
works, recognizing she was on the lands of the Coast Salish people, and noted we seek
to honor the people, past and present, who belong in this space. She noted that a land
acknowledgment does not take the place of authentic relationships with indigenous
communities which OCLA tries to do within certain parts of our programs and contracts.

3. Approval of Minutes of Meeting on December 5, 2025
Chair Sanchez invited a motion to approve the December 5, 2025, meeting minutes.
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Motion to approve the December 5, 2025 meeting minutes: Representative Thai
Second: Molly Peach Matter

Action: Approved with 8 votes.

. Call for Nominations for Vice Chair (Chair Sanchez)

Chair Sanchez’s term as the Chair of the Oversight Committee ends on June 30, 2026.
Within the current process established in the Committee’s operating rules and procedures
(bylaws), the Vice Chair automatically becomes the next Chair. This process leads to an
automatic vacancy in the Vice Chair role. At the June meeting, the Oversight Committee
will elect the next Vice Chair. Chair Sanchez asked committee members to consider what it
takes to become the Vice Chair and then the Oversight Committee Chair. Committee
members may reach out to Chair Sanchez, the current Vice Chair, or Sara Robbins for more
information about the roles and responsibilities.

Regarding the process, the committee is hoping to finalize nominees for Vice Chair one
week prior to the June meeting. Nominees will need to prepare a short statement regarding
the reasons for their interest in serving in committee leadership.

In June the committee will also review the bylaws. It was noted that within the current
bylaws, the term of chair is intended for odd years to align with the state biennial schedule.
The bylaws also include a limit of two, 3-year terms for committee members, even if a
committee member initially serves a partial term. The committee needs to determine how it
would like to proceed with terms and if the bylaws should be updated.

. Legislative Session Overview (Sara Robbins)

Sara Robbins provided an update of the 2026 supplemental legislative session, particularly
as it relates to OCLA’s budget. Currently, the budget has passed the legislature, but it will
not be finalized until the Governor signs. The Governor has 20 days to sign the budget bill,
and this is expected to occur soon.

The program for residents being discharged from Long-Term Care (LTC) facilities was
funded for the first time in the 2025-27 budget. Although OCLA had initially submitted a
decision package for 2025-27 to fully fund the program, OCLA reduced the decision
package and switched to a phased implementation of the program due to state budget
challenges. Similarly, OCLA ended up reducing the 2026 supplemental decision package
for the program to continue a phased implementation of the program. The 2026
supplemental decision package for LTC was fully funded at the reduced amount.

The Children’s Representation Program (CRP) has long sought sufficient funding to
provide contract parity for CRP contracted attorneys in alignment with the contact amounts
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for attorneys contracted by the Office of Public Defense’s Parent’s Representation Program
(PRP) due to both groups of attorneys providing similar work and an overlap of contracted
attorneys between the CRP and PRP. Due to recent changes in caseload standards issued by
the state Supreme Court, PRP attorneys now have the same caseload as CRP attorneys, and
OCLA subsequently received a vendor rate adjustment for the CRP to achieve contract
parity with the PRP.

The eviction defense appointed counsel program was fully funded for state fiscal year 2026
(FY26), but funding in the 2025-27 budget bill reduced funding for the program by $3
million for FY27. OCLA submitted a decision package to restore the $3 million for FY27
and was hoping any funding received would become part of carryforward funds. OCLA did
receive the $3 million for FY27, which will keep provide the same level of funding is FY27
as in FY26, but these are not carryforward funds. It was noted that the need for the program
is not decreasing.

The Re-entry Legal Assistance Program (RLAP) requested an additional $1 million in
funding to support individuals coming out of incarceration to help replace funding that
OCLA had received in the 2023-25 biennium that was not renewed in the 2025-27
biennium. OCLA received $250,000 in carryforward funding for RLAP, and this is
considered a win given the challenging state budget landscape.

OCLA also receives funding via the Department of Commerce (Commerce) for the Victims
of Crime (VOCA) program. OCLA strongly advocated for funding to remain consistent
with FY26, and funding is expected to remain comparable.

Following Sara’s update, there was a discussion with Oversight Committee members
regarding program funding. It was asked if OCLA was involved in discussions with
Commerce regarding OCLA renewing participation in the Community Reinvestment
Program, and OCLA has not been in current conversations regarding that program.

There was also a question regarding whether the Children’s Representation Program was
involved in immigration and, in particular, if the program represents children and youth
after their parents are detained or deported. It was noted that the 1219 program within the
CRP represents children whose parents’ rights have been terminated or there is a
dependency. If children are in the Washington State Department of Children, Youth, and
Families (DCYF) system, they can receive legal representation. OCLA has had discussions
with partners and DCYF regarding legal services for children and youth outside of the
current OCLA program, although there have not been specific discussions relating to
immigration. Regarding immigration, OCLA was a member of the Family Separation Rapid
Response team, participating in meetings and making recommendations.

It was asked how much VOCA funding relates to domestic violence. OCLA shared that
Commerce allows for services regarding a variety of crimes, and a substantial amount goes
to services relating to domestic violence. OCLA’s funding goes to providers that can
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provide broader services, and approximately 60% of clients served through OCLA’s VOCA
funding are impacted by domestic violence.

Regarding immigration services, Representative Thai noted that providers are offering
clinics regarding immigration rights and who to call for help. Immigration work across the
state is funded via a web of funding from both state and local sources. Currently, the system
is extremely overwhelmed, and programs are doing their best to provide clinics and “know
your rights” information in the safest possible way to ensure individuals seeking
information remain physically safe.

Abby Daquiz from the Northwest Justice Project highlighted that Sara Robbins, Annalise
Martucci, and Beth Leonard, all from OCLA, are spending a substantial amount of time
with Access to Justice (ATJ) to provide ATJ with the information needed to successfully
lobby for funds for legal aid. If anyone would like more information regarding civil legal
aid needs and funding, OCLA can present the appropriate information. OCLA 1is also
working to ensure that funding amounts and limitations regarding the use of state funds are
more transparent to the legal aid community.

. CLEAR Assessment Presentation (Beth Leonard, OCLA Core Program Manager, and
Abby Daquiz, Executive Director Northwest Justice Project)

About a year ago, OCLA began work with contractor Komenge to examine CLEAR,
Washington’s central legal advice and referral hotline. The report is now available on
OCLA’s website.

As a general overview, it was shared that the CLEAR hotline is available to all of
Washington except King County which uses 211 for legal aid intake services. Overall, the
need for legal services far outstrips the capacity of the CLEAR hotline. It was noted that the
desire is for intake systems to be as efficient and effective as possible within limitations. It
was also noted that through the intake system, legal advice is primarily provided in areas of
the state where there are a limited number of legal aid attorneys.

A brief history of the CLEAR hotline was provided. Access to Justice (ATJ) developed a
state plan for 2018 to 2020 to provide for the coordinated delivery of civil legal aid to low-
income people. However, the hotline initially received limited resources and then other
matters, such as COVID and the housing crisis, took priority over increasing funding for the
hotline.

Regarding the recent assessment, OCLA and the Northwest Justice Project (NJP), which
runs the CLEAR hotline, partnered closely for the assessment. The goal for the assessment
was to engage in information gathering through data reviews, surveys, and listening
sessions, to identify any findings, and to make subsequent recommendations.

Findings from the assessment noted:
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e CLEAR is effective when accessed, meaning callers to the hotline are connected
with someone working for CLEAR.

e However, CLEAR is not accessible for most callers.

e Over time, calls to CLEAR have decreased due to the creation of the eviction
defense program’s intake hotline and callers going to that instead of CLEAR.

e Substantial work has already been done to try to make CLEAR accessible to more
callers.

Recommendations from the assessment included:

e Washington’s civil legal aid community needs to own its limitations, take
responsibility for what they say they will do, and be forthright about those things
they cannot do.

e New tools for coordination should be pursued including creating a real-time,
definitive, and regularly updated database of available legal resources based on
location, eligibility, case type, and agreed upon weighing factors.

e The culture and practice need to shift to align with the limitations of the system, so
the existing capacity is used as effectively as possible.

e Consider an increased investment in resources available to individuals who will not
get legal support for their civil legal issue. The assessors noted robust self-help
resources in Washington, and it might be worth investing more in these resources if
more people are screened out sooner.

There were multiple questions asked throughout the presentation. It was also noted that OCLA and
NJP may want to consider connecting with the Washington Secretary of State to expand the library
of legal information. Other questions included asking if there are options to utilize artificial
intelligence (Al) to enhance services, and it was confirmed that this is being explored. It was
further noted that Al requires experts to teach and test the Al tools. It was shared that technology is
currently being used in other ways such as routing and screening. Also, OCLA is working with the
Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) on several initiatives to support access to other
resources. A question was also asked regarding the process for conducting listening sessions and if
they were all in English. It was noted that one listening session was conducted in Spanish.

7. Public Comment/New Business
Public comments: None

New business: None

The meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.
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CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

MISSION STATEMENT

To ensure that all people in Washington share in the fundamental
right to civil justice, the Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee,
consistent with its statutory authority, shall oversee and support
the Office of Civil Legal Aid and shall periodically make
recommendations to the Supreme Court, the Access to Justice
Board and the Legislature as to the most efficient and effective
use of state-appropriated civil legal aid funds on behalf of low-
income people.
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CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ROSTER

Position 1 (BJA 1):

Name:
Address:

Phone:

E-mail:
Appointing Entity:
Term Expires:

Position 2 (BJA 2):

Name:
Address:

Phone:

E-mail:
Appointing Entity:
Term Expires:

(May 2026)

Hon. Janet Chung

Washington State Court of Appeals, Div 1
600 University Street

Seattle, WA 98101-1176

206-464-7750
Janet.Chung@courts.wa.gov

Board for Judicial Administration

June 30, 2027; eligible for reappointment

Hon. Breean Beggs
Spokane Superior Court

Board for Judicial Administration
June 30, 2028; eligible for reappointment

Position 3 (Supreme Court 1):

Name:
Address:

Phone:
E-mail:

Appointing Entity:

Term Expires:

Megan Johnston

P.O. Box 6188

Olympia, WA 98507-6188

(360) 628-9560

mjohnston@resolutionwa.org

Supreme Court (on recommendation of the Access to
Justice Board)

June 30, 2026; eligible for reappointment
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Position 4 (Supreme Court 2):

Name:
Address:

Phone:
E-mail:

Appointing Entity:

Term Expires:

Natasha Damien

ms.damien.johns@gmail.com

Supreme Court (on recommendation of the Access to
Justice Board)

June 30, 2028; not eligible for reappointment

Position 5 (Supreme Court 3 — Client Eligible):

Name:
Address:

Phone:
E-mail:

Appointing Entity:

Term Expires:

Angela Cruze Boldt

cruzeangela@yahoo.com

Supreme Court (on recommendation of the Access to
Justice Board)

June 30, 2026; eligible for reappointment

Position 6 (Senate Republican Caucus):

Name:
Address:

Phone:

E-mail:
Appointing Entity:
Term Expires:

Senator Drew MacEwen

115 Legislative Modular Building

PO Box 40435

Olympia, WA 98504

(360) 786-7668
Drew.MacEwen@leg.wa.gov

Senate Republican Caucus

June 30, 2026; eligible for reappointment
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Position 7 (Senate Democratic Caucus):

Name:
Address:

Phone:

E-mail:
Appointing Entity:
Term Expires:

Senator Yasmin Trudeau

PO Box 40427

Olympia, WA 98504-0427
360-786-7652
yasmin.trudeau@leg.wa.gov

Senate Democratic Caucus

June 30, 2027; eligible for reappointment

Position 8 (House Republican Caucus):

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:
Appointing Entity:
Term Expires:

Representative Matt Marshall
PO Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504

matt.marshall@leg.wa.gov
House Republican Caucus
June 30, 2028; eligible for reappointment

Position 9 (House Democratic Caucus):

Name:
Address:

Phone:

E-mail:
Appointing Entity:
Term Expires:

Representative My-Linh Thai

424 John L. O’Brien Building

PO Box 40600

Olympia, WA 98504-0600

206-333-4107

My-linh.thai@leg.wa.gov

House Democratic Caucus

June 30, 2028; not eligible for reappointment
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Position 10 (Office of the Governor):

Name: Alejandro (Ale’) Sanchez

Address: WA St. Department of Licensing
1125 Washington Street SE - HLB, FL 4 - MS: 48002
Olympia, WA 98501

Phone: 360-972-6356

E-mail: alsanchez(@dol.wa.gov

Appointing Entity: Department of Licensing

Term Expires: June 30, 2027; not eligible for reappointment

Position 11 (Washington State Bar Association):

Name: Molly Matter
Address: PO Box 13203
Burton, WA 98103
Phone: 206-280-8724
E-mail: amendmentxv@gmail.com
Appointing Entity: Washington State Bar Association

Term Expires: June 30, 2027; eligible for reappointment


mailto:alsanchez@dol.wa.gov
mailto:amendmentxv@gmail.com
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DRAFT CIVIL LEGAL AID OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
OPERATING RULES AND PROCEDURES

(Revised-6/5/263/29/24)

1. Name

The name of this body shall be the Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee (hereafter Oversight
Committee)

II. Membership
The membership of the Committee is established by RCW 2.53.010 and includes:

(a) Three persons appointed by the supreme court from a list of nominees
submitted by the Washington State Supreme Court’s Access to Justice Board, one
of whom at the time of appointment is income eligible to receive state-funded
civil legal aid;

(b) Two persons appointed by the Board for Judicial Administration;

(c) Two senators, one from each of the two largest caucuses, appointed by the
president of the Senate; and two members of the House of Representatives, one
from each of the two largest caucuses, appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives;

(d) One person appointed by the Washington State Bar Association; and

(e) One person appointed by the Governor.

III. Terms and Conditions of Membership

Pursuant to RCW 2.53.010, the terms of membership of the Oversight Committee shall be
staggered so that, after the first three years of the committee's existence, the terms of one-third of
the members expire each year. A member shall serve a three-year term with the ability to
renewal for one additional three year term.



IV. Officers

There shall be a Chair and a Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect. The Chair and Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect shall
be selected by the full membership of the Oversight Committee.

A. Term

The term of the Chair and Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect shallrun-commensurate-with-the-state-fiseal
calendarcommenecing-onJuly 1" of the-odd numbered-year-and-ending-onJune 30" of the
sueceeding-odd-numbered-yearis two years. The Chair and Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect shall not be
eligible to serve more than two years unless the majority of the committee approves additional

time.one-bienntal-term.

A member may resign from the Oversight Committee by forwarding a written or electronic
communication to the Chair, the Director of the Office of Civil Legal Aid, and the chair or
equivalent of the entity that appointed them.

If a legislative member is no longer eligible to serve on the Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee
by reason that he or she no longer serves as an elected Senator or Representative or in the event
of their resignation from the Oversight Committee prior to the end of their term, such legislator
shall submit their resignation to the Chair of the Oversight Committee, the Director of the Office
of Civil Legal Aid, and the legislative caucus that appointed them.

B. Authority/Responsibility of Officers

1. Chair

The Chair shall preside over all meetings of the Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee. The
Chair shall also serve as the spokesperson for the Oversight Committee, execute official
documents (including, but not limited to, statutorily required reports) and represent the Oversight
Committee on matters relevant to the Oversight Committee’s work as circumstances require.

The Chair shall be the primary point of contact for the Director of the Office of Civil Legal Aid.
The Chair shall serve as the chair of the Executive Committee.

2. Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect
In the event of the Chair’s absence or unavailability, the Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect shall perform all
functions of the chair on an as-needed basis. The Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect shall serve as a

member of the Executive Committee.

V. Committees

There shall be an Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall consist of three
members, the Chair, the Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect and one of the Oversight Committee’s



legislative members. The legislative member of the executive committee shall be selected by the
four legislative members of the Oversight Committee. Should the legislative member no longer
serve on the Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee for whatever reason, the legislative members
shall designate a successor member to serve on the executive committee.

Among other duties, the Executive Committee shall develop procedures and criteria to review
the performance of the Director of the Office of Civil Legal Aid and perform such other
responsibilities as the Oversight Committee deems appropriate.

A. Responsibilities

The Oversight Committee may establish such other committees as it determines appropriate to
perform its statutory and related functions.

VI. Staffing

The Oversight Committee, the Executive Committee, and any other committees established by
the Oversight Committee shall be staffed by the Director of the Office of Civil Legal Aid who
shall serve as the Oversight Committee Secretary. The Director or their designee shall provide
notices of and maintain minutes of meetings, prepare meeting materials, and maintain documents
and records related to the activities of the Oversight Committee.

VII. Regular and Special Meetings, Notice, Committee Member
Attendance

The Oversight Committee shall meet quarterly at dates and times determined in advance by the
Committee. Notice of regular meetings of the Oversight Committee shall be provided at least 30
days in advance to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, the member co-chair of the Board for
Judicial Administration, the State Court Administrator, the Director of the Office of Public
Defense, the Access to Justice Board’s designated liaison, and the Washington State Bar
Association’s designated liaison. Notice of meetings shall also be posted on the ATJ
Community listserv or other similar platforms. Notice of meetings and published in the
Washington State Register in manner that substantially conforms to the requirements of RCW
42.30.075.

A special meeting may be called at any time by the Chair or by a majority of the members of the
Oversight Committee by sending an electronic notice via e-mail to each member of the Oversight
Committee. Such notice must be sent at least twenty-four hours before the time of such meeting
as specified in the notice. The notice shall specify the time and place of the special meeting and
the business to be transacted. The Oversight Committee shall limit its business in any special
meeting to those matters included in the notice.

Regular meetings of the Oversight Committee shall be open and public and all persons shall be
permitted to attend any meeting of the Oversight Committee. Meetings may be held in person or
virtually. All meetings shall provide for virtual attendance and participation of members and



interested members of the public. Materials for regular meetings shall be sent to members and
posted on the Oversight Committee’s website at least 7 business days prior to the meeting.

The Oversight Committee may adjourn to executive session for the following purposes:

A. To receive and evaluate complaints or charges brought against the Director of the
Office of Civil Legal Aid. However, upon the request of the Director of the Office of
Civil Legal Aid, a public hearing or a meeting open to the public shall be conducted
upon such complaint or charge;

B. To review the performance of the Director of the Office of Civil Legal Aid,

C. To review the status of investigations carried out by the Director of the Office of
Civil Legal Aid which involve matters protected by the attorney-client privilege and
where public disclosure could substantially prejudice the interests of client(s) being
represented by a legal aid provider that receives funding from the Office of Civil

Legal Aid;

D. To address confidential personnel matters, including but not limited to matters
relating to the selection of the Director of the Office of Civil Legal Aid; and

E. To discuss with legal counsel representing the Oversight Committee or the Office of

Civil Legal Aid matters relating to litigation or potential litigation to which the
Oversight Committee or the Office of Civil Legal Aid or a member acting in an
official capacity is, or is likely to become, a party..

All members are expected to attend regular meetings of the Civil Legal Aid Oversight
Committee unless they have good cause not to attend and have been excused from attendance by
the Chair. If a member becomes aware of their inability to attend a meeting, they should advise
the Chair and the Director of the Office of Civil Legal Aid of their inability to do so.

In the event that a member misses two consecutive meetings without sufficient cause, the Chair
shall attempt to discuss the member’s lack of attendance directly with the member. If the
member is unresponsive or the Chair determines that the member is not likely to meaningfully
and regularly participate in the work of the Oversight Committee, the Chair may notify the
appointing entity of the member’s lack of attendance and request the appointment of a
replacement member.

VIII. Quorum

The presence of six (6) voting members of the Oversight Committee shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of enabling the Oversight Committee to take official action. Upon establishment
of a quorum, the Oversight Committee shall have full power to conduct the scheduled business
of the meeting even if a member whose presence was necessary to establish the quorum in the
first instance subsequently becomes unavailable.

IX. Voting



Each member of the Oversight Committee shall have one vote. All decisions of the Oversight
Committee shall be made by majority vote of those present and voting. Telephonic or electronic
attendance is permitted, but no member shall be allowed to cast a vote by proxy.

X. Amendment or Repeal

Amendments and/or repeal of any or all of these Operating Rules and Procedures shall be made
by majority vote at a regular or special meeting of the Oversight Committee. The notice of the
meeting shall include a statement of proposed action to amend or repeal these Operating Rules
and Procedures and shall include an interlineated version of the full text of any section subject to
proposed amendment or repeal.

Revisions approved by the Oversight Committee on-Mareh29,2024,
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Washington State Office of&
Civil Legal YAid

PO Box 41183 Sara Robbins
Olympia, WA 98504-1183 Director
360-485-1544 sara.robbins@ocla.wa.gov

To: OCLA Oversight Committee
From: Sara Robbins, Director, Office of Civil Legal Aid
Re: Director’s Report

Date: May 22, 2026

General Updates

Every quarter at OCLA is busy, and these past months have been no exception. The highlight for
me was getting all OCLA staft together for an in-person retreat. OCLA staff are spread across the
entire state, so we do not see each other in-person very often. We gathered in Lacey for two days
of learning and updating. We have another in-person gathering scheduled for October.

Program Updates

Staffing Update

We are pleased to welcome Tatyana Kiforishin to the team as an Administrative Assistant
supporting the Core, Family Safety, and Long-Term Care programs. Tatyana brings more than 14
years of experience supporting operations, compliance, financial processes, and administrative
functions in fast-paced, high-volume environments. Her professional background includes work
as a Certified Title Clerk and Customer Relations Manager where she streamlined workflows
while providing strong support to leadership teams and customer-facing operations. Originally
from Ukraine and a longtime Washington resident, Tatyana is also pursuing coursework at
Tacoma Community College. Outside of work, she enjoys creative pursuits, spending time
outdoors, and being with family. Tatyana is passionate about helping others, learning new things,
and contributing to supportive communities, and we are excited to have her join the agency.

Stakeholder Engagement for Legislative Session

We are being very intentional ahead of the biennial legislative session to get stakeholder
feedback regarding priorities for our Decision Packages. On May 12, myself; Stefanie Powell,
Operations Director; and Annalise Martucci, Program Director presented an information session
to the Equal Justice Coalition (EJC) entitled State Funding for Civil Legal Aid: The Legislative
Process. The EJC is a subcommittee of the Access to Justice Board that advocates for civil legal
aid at the national, state and local levels. The slides from the presentation are attached to this
report. As a follow-up to this presentation, we sent out a survey to gather feedback on priorities
areas of law and the types of investments that are needed. We also held a listening session on
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Civil Legal YAid

PO Box 41183 Sara Robbins
Olympia, WA 98504-1183 Director
360-485-1544 sara.robbins@ocla.wa.gov

May 20 so that we could hear directly from stakeholders on legal aid priorities and answer any
additional questions that were not addressed during the presentation.

Justice Gap Solutions Scoping Work Group

Beth Leonard, OCLA Program Manager, will represent OCLA at the Access to Justice Board and
the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) Justice Gap Solutions Scoping Work Group. The
first meeting was held at the beginning of May. The work group’s mission is to conduct a
comprehensive review of existing data, research, and innovative solutions—both in Washington
and nationally—focused on addressing unmet legal needs in historically underserved
communities. Using an equity lens, the group will recommend which solutions should be
prioritized and how WSBA and the Access to Justice Board should engage in advancing them.
The outcome of this report will restart the conversation about the next Civil Legal Needs Study
(CLNYS).

Request for Proposals (RFPs)
OCLA published two RFPs this quarter, one for the Reentry Legal Aid Program (RLAP) and one
for the Appointed Counsel for Low Income Tenants Appellate Representation.

For appellate representation, the RFP was designed to support statewide appellate services for
low-income tenants who were represented by the eviction defense appointed counsel program.
The project requirements included supporting the larger appointed counsel system, establishing
referral procedures and case review criteria, demonstrating appellate practice experience,
showing competence in the Residential Landlord Tenant Act (RLTA), Manufactured/Mobile
Home Landlord Tenant Act (MHLTA), unlawful detainer procedures, and providing consultation
and training for trial attorneys and legal aid programs. OCLA also included reviewers with
relevant community and subject matter expertise as part of the process. Following the review,
OCLA awarded the appellate representation contract to King County Bar Association’s Housing
Justice Project.

For RLAP, the RFP was designed to support comprehensive statewide reentry legal services for
people who are currently incarcerated and approaching release or who have recently returned
from incarceration. The scope of work includes legal help with vacating criminal records, legal
financial obligations, driver’s license restoration, relief from sex offender registration
requirements, rental and employment barriers tied to criminal records, and other civil legal issues
that create barriers to successful reentry. The RFP also emphasized statewide resource function,
including self-help materials, training, technical assistance, referral systems, and direct legal
assistance in cases that reflect broader systemic barriers. OCLA awarded RLAP contracts to
Civil Survival and Living with Conviction.

Underwriting Justice * Ensuring Accountability + PO Box 41183 Olympia, WA 98504-1183 - ocla.wa.gov
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American Bar Association and National Legal Aid Defense Association Equal Justice
Conference (EJC), Charlotte, North Carolina

Brett Smith, Managing Attorney for the Children’s Representation Program, and Ali Kingston,
Eviction Defense Manager, and I all attended the EJC conference in Charlotte, North Carolina.
This conference presented great opportunities for learning and networking with legal aid partners
from around the country. The OCLA team has a debrief scheduled soon to share information
about the sessions that we attended with each other and those that were not able to attend.

Upcoming OCLA Priorities

e The summer months are always busy months for OCLA staff with the closing out of the
fiscal year and contracting for the next fiscal year.

e Our biennial budget decision packages will be ready for the committee to review at our
September meeting. We will be working this summer to finalize all our Decision
Packages. This includes engaging with stakeholders, and other state partners.
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State Budget Basics

Legislative Sessions

* Biennial Budget
* Long session
* Oddyears

* Supplemental Budget

e Short session
* Evenyears

Key Players

* Washington State Office of
Financial Management (OFM)

e State Agencies
* Governor

* Legislature
e House
e Senate



¢
1

Biennial Budget Process

Agencies Develop
Decision Packages
(DPs)

Governor Proposes House and Senate House and Senate

a Budget Propose Budgets Pass Conference Governgr Signs

Budget Bill

Budget Bill

Spring/Summer December February March April
Guidance provided by OFM * Considers DPs * Considers Governor’s e Compromise budget * Governortypically
Additional guidance for * Considersrevenue forecast  budget *  Goesto Governorfor has 20 days to sign
Judicial Branch ¢ Considers revenue forecast signature *  Governor may redline
Approval Process * Follows legislative process *  Fundingfor new

biennium typically
begins July 1



DEVELOPING DECISION
PACKAGES
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Agency Budget Requests

Decision packages (DPs) are the key set of building
blocks to construct the budget request. The DP is the
place for the agency to make a compelling and
persuasive argument for any proposed changes.
Policymakers will rely upon this information when
evaluating the request. DPs organize and describe
proposed cost changes in a way that highlights the
budget policy decisions. The DP consolidates financial
information, supporting justification and statements of
iImpact for a specific action or policy proposed in the
budget.

-OFM Budget Instructions: Chapter 2, "Decision Packages"

Decision

Package Types

G

Policy Level

J

-

Maintenance

Level

~




flhls year’s revenue
three;a;ts will likely support
Iorogranl;ltenance of current
Therefores, but not growth.
ecumet , operating budget
continu.s should focus on
cor onlmg these programs
and on y a.ddressing
casel ad |n.creases while
prc’grapandlng existing
Agenc.ms and services.
COnSiO:es should also

o IOhaer pgtentially pausing
programse-ln of new
progre .s, and the creation
Shoum:tlloonal programs

| e limite
_hc;gFgl\r/:eBst prioritiesof“to oy e
udget Instructions June 3, 2024

OFFICE OF FL\_:‘Q\'CL' MAD
Insurance Building. PO Box 43113+ Ol mpid, Washing
June 3. 2024

Agency Directors

David Schusmacher Dﬁj &) %S?_v/—‘_

Directof

TO:
FROM:

S‘_TBIECT: 202327 OPEBAT]NG, TRANS
]'NSTRUCTIO‘D:S

address the asic needs of the people of

¢ pumber

ervices that
will face 2 greate

Recently. siate budgets have focused on continuing
wwashington- While much @ 3 <t continue, e 2025-27 prensuum
of people peeding Gervices, thereby increasing {hese programs-
will likely support the maintenance of cusrent programs. yut not growth-
) g budget requests <hould focus o continuing {hese programs 4 only addressing
caseload increases while not eXpan ing exising prograins anid SETVICES- £ gencies hould also consider
1 1 and the creation of 2dditional programs should be

potemially pausing e phase-10 of new programs.
imited to onlty the Tughest priorities.
d negatively impact sevenues that

zant that Jecisions

Addi\ioml\}; the initiatives. if pas

aze collected, 4 entitlement- and other programs and SEIVICES- 3
about funding in the Govemot S pudget will seflect programs directly paid for with sevenue gene.mcd by
oprams that m3Y e afected BY the initiatives- ndget equests and <hould reflect the

pcssible outcomes-

sed in the N

ity. Budget pmpo‘sa\s chould lead 1@ equitable oulcomES
1e who have beent istonically of are currently excluded
the impacts o2 affected communities

The Governor continues 1S commt
for Wasmngtcnim:\s and 1pprove access for

from services or are disadvanmged. Budget requests
and how the pudget requests achieve equitable access 10
and IPIOve equitable © tatewide.

st analyze
30t ces that reduee

ptcomes S
OFM staff wall wo hroughout the summer and fall © anderstand yout bud:
pﬂotiﬁes. - gyemnor knews e wall face challenging fiscal choices among the state’s B€
pnomies, and he 15 confident that agencies will propose solutions 10 €55
and services.
The 2025 27 budget {nstructions aré syvailable oft OFM's websiie. Agency operating. 1r?
capitalbudget requests 1€ due to OFM by Tuesday. Geptembet 10,2024
ard to worlang with you and yout staff in the
1 budget advisor-

Thank you for yout assistance. We look forw
joms, pl cyS assigned OFM

1f you have questions. ease contact yous agel

Agency Budget Officers

o
OFM Budget Advisors

dispanities

get peeds and
ds and policy
the most essential programs

m:‘-pomtiom and

months zhead.




What Makes a Strong
Decision Package?

5g = Problem/need
v

= Proposed solution

=1 = Fiscal impact (over 4 year outlook)

“%" = Expected outcomes



OCLA BIENNIAL BUDGET
FY 2026-2027
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Education Coordinating Board

»
$1.9M NGF-0 / S1.9M Total /S FTE

Office of Public Defense Administrative Office of the Courts

State Contribution Superior Court Judges Office of Civil Logal Aid

»  Salaries & Benelfits B 513050 NGE-O/ $132.4M Total / 18 FTES
$72 6M NGF-0 / $72.6M Total / 206 FTEs

Contributions to Judicial , Courtof Appeals
Retirement Systems " Supreme Court $55.6M NGF-0 / $56.6M Total/ 144 FTEs Public Employ

ate College $3.5M NGF-P / $3.5M Total / 0 FTEs $32.2M NGF-0/ S32.2M Toral / 79 FTEs ® o cMNGR-O/SI:
4M Total / 636 FTEs

Commission on Judicial Conduct

$5.8M NGF-0 / $5.8M Tots! / 17 FTEs Public Disclosure |

$10.4M NGF-0 / $13.6N

JUDICIAL BRANCH

ce of the Governor
IM NGF-0 / S77.6M Total / 161 FTEs




OCLA FY 2026 Budget by Program

Central Services
Community Reinvestment
Kinship

Agency Administration
Re-Entry

Long-Term Care

Domestic Violence
Foreclosure Fairness
Eviction Defense: Pre-RTC
Victims of Crime
Children's Representation
Eviction Defense: Appointed Counsel

Core

0

5,000,000 10,000,00015,000,00020,000,00025,000,00030,000,00035,000,000



FY26 FY27
Support and Operations* $655,878 $710,000
Central Services $255,000 $255,000
Core* $29,377,314 $29,909,000
State General Funds $28,645,314 $29,177,000
State JSTA Funds $732,000 $732,000
Kinship $704,000 $707,000
State General Funds $100,000 $100,000
State General Funds (Proviso) $604,000 $607,000
Eviction Defense (RTC) $19,612,000 $16,898,000
Pre-Eviction Defense (Pre-RTC) $2,579,000 $2,579,000
Foreclosure Fairness** $1,886,000 $1,886,000
Long-Term Care $1,566,000 $1,566,000
State General Funds $783,000 $783,000
Federal Matching Funds $783,000 $783,000
CRP - Legally Free* $1,299,491 $1,299,491
State General Funds $1,056,497 $1,056,497
Federal IV-E Reimbursement*** $242,994 $242,994
CRP-1219 $10,591,530 $10,591,530
State General Funds $8,611,000 $8,611,000
Federal IV-E Reimbursement*** $1,980,530 $1,980,530
CRP - E2SSB6109 Opioid $250,920 $250,920
State General Funds $204,000 $204,000
Federal IV-E Reimbursement*** $46,920 $46,920
Domestic Violence $2,000,000 $2,000,000
VOCA** $3,859,184 $2,004,784
Re-Entry $1,007,000 $1,022,000
Community Reinvestment** $325,000 $-
Total $75,968,317 $73,533,941

ALLOTMENT

SUMMARY:
2025 -2027
BIENNIUM

Interagency
Reimbursements
Highlighted

*General funds. Amount
fluctuates annually. Estimate
provided for FY27.

**Program managed by
Commerce. FY27 amount
shown based on federal funds
only

***Reimbursement rate
fluctuates quarterly. Historical
rates range from approx 18% to
25%. A blended rate of 23% is
used for FY26 and FY27
estimates.



Questions?

Sara Robbins sara.robbins@ocla.wagov

Stefanie Powell stefanie.powell@ocla.wa.gov

Annalise Martucci annalise.martucci@ocla.wa.gov
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