
 

 

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
FOR  

THE CHILDREN’S REPRESENTATION PROGRAM  
ADVISORY PANEL 

 
Position: CRP Advisory Panel Member. 
Agency: Washington State Office of Civil Legal Aid. 
Job Type: Volunteer. 
Stipend: Panel members who are not otherwise being compensated are eligible to receive a paid 

stipend of up to $57/hour, not to exceed $200 per day. 
Location: Washington State. 
Open:  May 1, 2026. 
Close:  Until filled. Review of applications will begin on June 15, 2026.   
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Agency 
The Office of Civil Legal Aid (OCLA) is an independent judicial branch state agency, created with 
the understanding that the provision of legal aid services to indigent persons is an important 
component of the state’s responsibility to provide for the proper and effective administration of 
justice. The mission of the Office of Civil Legal Aid is to secure, invest and oversee the use of 
public funding for civil legal aid to low-income people in Washington State and to ensure 
accountability for public funds dedicated to the purpose.  
 
Since 2005, OCLA has administered and overseen general civil legal aid in Washington. Today the 
agency also supports numerous other programs including, but not limited to, legal aid to victims 
of crime and domestic violence, children in foster care, kinship caregivers, indigent tenants facing 
eviction, and individuals reentering society following completion of their terms of incarceration. 
  
Find out more about OCLA here >>   
 
Program 
The Children’s Representation Program (CRP) within OCLA underwrites and oversees the delivery 
of effective, standards-based and equity-informed legal representation for foster children and 
youth for whom attorneys are appointed under state law. 
 
Find out more about the CRP here>> 
 
Client Voice & Community Impact (CVCI) Initiative 
The CRP is statutorily mandated to ensure that standards-based legal representation is 
meaningfully shaped by the voices of youth and young adults with lived experience in the child 

https://ocla.wa.gov/
https://ocla.wa.gov/programs/childrens-representation-program


 

 

welfare system. The Client Voice & Community Impact (CVCI) Initiative is the formal fulfillment of 
that mandate, driving the CRP’s commitment to actively engage young people who have survived 
the child welfare system. Through ongoing relationships with communities most harmed by 
systems of care, the CVCI Initiative endeavors to gather timely input, guidance, and feedback to 
shape meaningful change.  
 
Find out more about the CVCI Initiative here>> 
 
CRP Advisory Panel 
The CRP is empaneling a lived experience advisory panel with three core objectives: regularly 
review of the CRP’s programmatic objectives and training curricula, engaging with child welfare 
workgroups and committees, and providing regular training and development for youth and young 
adult advisory panel members.  
 
Term 
CRP advisory panel members serve staggered two-year terms. To start, the CRP is seeking five 
members willing to serve a one-year term and five members willing to serve a full two-year term. 
Members completing the initial one-year term will be eligible to reapply for an additional two-year 
term.  
 
Meeting Frequency and Structure 
CRP advisory panel members will attend various meeting spaces including but not limited to: 
monthly advisory panel meetings; trainings focused on professional and personal development; 
child-welfare work groups and committees; and in-person gatherings of the panel. Due to the 
nature of the CVCI Curriculum, members should expect to attend four development training 
sessions over the first three months, with at least one training being held in person. Members 
should expect to commit around five hours a month, with potential for additional opportunities as 
they come up.  
 
Duties 
CRP advisory panel members can expect to attend meetings alongside the CRP’s CVCI 
Coordinator. The CVCI Coordinator is a CRP staff member who serves as support and as a liaison 
for all advisory panel opportunities, with the goal of giving input, guidance, and feedback on foster 
care and children’s representation in order to support the program’s statutory directive and 
overall intended impact.  
 
Application Procedure 
Those who are interested in applying to become a member of the CRP Advisory Panel should fill 
out the online form below, where they can register for a mandatory open house Q&A about the 
opportunity. People who participated in the open house Q&A will be invited to submit an 

https://ocla.wa.gov/programs/childrens-representation-program/client-voice-community-impact-intiative


 

 

application form. After which, CRP staff will review and select 10 advisory panel members with 
the goal of selected membership reflecting the diverse population of youth and young adults 
impacted by the child welfare system. 
 
CRP Advisory Panel Online Open House Registration Form>>   
 
Submissions must include: 
 

• Name & pronouns. 
• Contact information. 
• Confirmation of lived experience in foster care.  
• Short answers to various application questions.  

 
Process 
After applying, applicants should expect to hear from the Children’s Representation Program by 
Tuesday, June 30th, 2026. 
 
 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DF-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLRTU0k2SB8BNnJkQo8oY4EtUREpaQkxGVVVQRkM0T1NGTTVHT1YwWk1NVi4u&data=05%7C02%7Cjeffrey.adams%40ocla.wa.gov%7Cf0dc27a34b1f493598f408deb04fc2eb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639142053777883188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4RAnW7tBbCxzEwy%2BqQX9pa12Uq6oDyM%2FohB0R2TqFmo%3D&reserved=0



